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Mr. Laxnar, who had entered the Cabinet as Secre-
tary of the Interior, was nominated for associate
justice of the Supreme Court on December 6, 1887.
He had been an eminent member of the Senate,
with previous distinguished service in the House,
so that the Senate must have had abundant knowl-
edge of his character and attainments. It is im-
possible to assign the delay that ensued to reason-
able need of time for inquiry as to his qualifications,
but Senator Cullom relates that "the nomination
pended before the Judiciary Committee for a long
time." Soon after the personal appeal which was
made by the President to every Senator he could
reach, action was finally taken and the appointment
was confirmed January 16, 1888. -

Senator Cullom's reminiscences also throw light
upon the process by which judges are appointed.
President Cleveland had selected Melville W. Ful-
ler of Illinois for the office of chief justice of the Su-
preme Court. According to Senator Cullom, Sen-
ator Edmunds "was very much out of humor with
the President because he had fully expected that
Judge Phelps, of his own State, was to receive the
honor. . . . The result was that Senator Ed-
munds held the nomination, without any action, in
the Judiciary Committee for some three months."